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A parent capturing the moment on the first day at Traphagen School in Waldwick.

All together now, say ‘Cheese!’

BY PHILIP DEVENCENTIS
Of Suburban News

WALDWICK —NJ Transit and the
Waldwick Community Alliance
appear to be close to signing a 25-
year lease for the borough’s his-
toric train station.

The alliance is interested in
returning the station — abandoned
since the 1970s — back to its 19th
century luster. Eleven months ago,
it began negotiating with NJ Tran-
sit to assume responsibility for the
refurbishment of the station and

the surrounding area. It hopes to
turn the station into a museum,
commemorating the history of the
borough and railroading.

“I’m really ecstatic with the
prospect of a lease agreement,”
Douglas Cowie, alliance vice pres-
ident, said last week. “But I know
better than to get too excited.”

Cowie has previously accused
Transit officials of being a source of
misinformation.

“We never saw eye to eye till
now,” Cowie said. “Transit officials
had always thought they were

doing us [the alliance] a favor for
allowing us to lease their building,
while we maintained we were
doing them a favor by renovating
their property.”

Mayor Rick VanderWende said
last week that he remains “cau-
tiously optimistic” about the final-
ization of a lease agreement.

“Transit could be difficult to
work with sometimes,” Vander-
Wende said. “But I’m absolutely
thrilled with the progress that has
been made. A 25-year lease was
the goal all along, and a restored

station will make such a differ-
ence.”

Transit spokesman Joe Dee ver-
ified that his organization and the
alliance are making headway.

“Our discussions with the
alliance have been ongoing and are
now progressing,” Dee said. “We
are in the process of drawing up a
lease agreement that will benefit
the borough of Waldwick, the
alliance and NJ Transit.”

Dee said he could not talk about
lease specifics until the agreement
has been finalized.

Last week, a Transit engineer
assessed the station for structural
deficiencies, a necessary step
before it can be turned over to the
alliance.

According to Cowie, the evalua-
tion turned out better than expect-
ed. Water had not seeped through
holes in the roof, which the
alliance had feared — and if it had,
Cowie said, the building has
enough ventilation to allow evapo-
ration. The alliance is planning to
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Please recycle.
At least 25% recycled

newsprint. 100% recyclable

For more classifieds, see page 66.
To place a classified ad in Suburban
News, and our other community
newspapers, call 1-800-472-0163.

ALLPHASE CARPENTRY
BSMTS, BATHS, WINDOWS, DOORS,

TILE, KITCHENS, TRIM & DECKS
FREE ESTS, FULLY INS’D. CALL JOE

973-227-4327


